Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

BrynMawr Sunday, September 6, 2026
Presbyterian Church ']OOO a.m., Sanctuary

625 Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 | (610) 525-2821 | bmpc.org



Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:50 a.m.

We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

PRELUDE
Six Studies in Canonic Form, Op 56: Robert Schumann
V. Nicht zu schnell

VI. Adagio
Mitchell Miller, organist

WELCOME Rebecca Kirkpatrick

Please stand, if able.

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 149
One Praise the Lord!
All Sing to the Lord a new song; sing praise among the faithful.

One Let the people of God be glad;
All let us rejoice, dance, and sing.
One For the Lord rejoices in the people;

All God gives glory to the humble of heart.
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CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All Lord God, you delivered us from the bondage of sin. Yet we still
worship the false gods of the world, forgetting that you are Lord.
Loving worldly wealth, we have not loved you with our whole heart
nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. Trusting worldly strength,
we have not trusted your word nor followed the Word-made-flesh.
Forgiving by worldly norms, we have not shown mercy to others as
you have shown mercy to us. Forgive us yet again, we pray in Christ’s
name.

A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PASSING OF THE PEACE

One The peace of Christ be with you.
All And also with you.

Please stand, if able.

During the singing of the Gloria Patri, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.

SUNG RESPONSE GLORIA PATRI
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Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN’'S MOMENT

Rachel Pedersen

Following the Children’s Moment, all children return to their families in the Sanctuary.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST LESSON Exodus 12:1-14
(Old Testament pg. 58 in pew Bible)

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in
the land of Egypt, “This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months;
it shall be the first month of the year
for you. Tell the whole congregation

of Israel that on the tenth of this
month they are to take a lamb for each
family, a lamb for each household. If

a household is too small for a whole
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor
in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number
of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall
be without blemish, a year-old male;
you may take it from the sheep or from
the goats. You shall keep it until the
fourteenth day of this month; then

the whole assembled congregation

of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.
They shall take some of the blood and
put it on the two doorposts and the
lintel of the houses in which they eat
it. They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over

the fire with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw

Rebecca Kirkpatrick

or boiled in water but roasted over
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner
organs. You shall let none of it remain
until the morning; anything that
remains until the morning you shall
burn with fire. This is how you shall
eat it: your loins girded, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your
hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It
is the Passover of the Lord. I will pass
through the land of Egypt that night,
and I will strike down every firstborn
in the land of Egypt, from human to
animal, and on all the gods of Egypt |
will execute judgments: I am the Lord.
The blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you live: when I see
the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague shall destroy you when I strike
the land of Egypt.

“This day shall be a day of
remembrance for you. You shall
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord;
throughout your generations you shall
observe it as a perpetual ordinance.



SECOND LESSON Matthew 18:15-20
(New Testament pg. 20 in pew Bible)

“If your brother or sister sins against
you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If you are
listened to, you have regained that
one. But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so
that every word may be confirmed by
the evidence of two or three witnesses.
If that person refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church, and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let

One 'The Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

SERMON Minimum Viable God

Andy Greenhow

such a one be to you as a gentile and a
tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven. Again,
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything you ask, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am there among them.”’

Andy Greenhow



Response to the Word

Please stand, if able.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

All

Rachel Pedersen
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

- The Apostles’ Creed

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS Rachel Pedersen & Rebecca Kirkpatrick

One 'There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
All There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who
is served.
One  God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that
is accomplished.
All To each is given a gift of the Spirit be used for the common good.
One  Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS
QUESTIONS FOR THE CONGREGATION Dottie Bowen
One Do we, the members of the church, accept these women as Deacon and Elder,
chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way
of Jesus Christ?
All We do.
One Do we agree to pray for them, encourage them, to respect their decisions,
and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of
the Church?
All We do.

LAYING ON OF HANDS, CHARGE AND DECLARATION



PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rachel Pedersen

All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Creator Spirit, By Whose Aid Vernon Hoyle
Creator spirit, by whose aid the world’s foundations first were laid,
come, visit every pious mind; come, pour thy joys on human kind;
from sin and sorrow set us free, and make thy temples worthy thee.

O source of uncreated light, the Father’s promised Paraclete,
thrice holy fount, thrice holy fire, our hearts with heav'nly love inspire;
come, and thy sacred unction bring to sanctify us while we sing.

Thou strength of his almighty hand, whose power does earth and heaven command,
refine and purge our earthy parts; but O, inflame and fire our hearts!
And lest our feet should go astray, protect and guide us in the way.

Plenteous of grace, descend from high rich in thy sev'nfold energy:;
make us eternal truths receive, and practise all that we believe;
give us thyself, that we may see the Father and the Son by thee.

Immortal honour, endless fame, attend the Almighty Father’s name;
the saviour Son be glorified, who for lost man’s redemption died;
and equal adoration be, eternal Paraclete, to thee.

Please stand, if able.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
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BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE Andy Greenhow

POSTLUDE Alleluyas Simon Preston

James Kealey, organist

“I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.”
Jack Williams Jr. - June 1, 2026
Ed Kuljian - August 27, 2026

Worship & Music Notes

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Elizabeth Mary Marshall and
John Thomas Crowther.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Today’s prayer of confession was adapted from The Feasting on the Word Companion.
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS AT THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE
Lindsay Collett, Elder Class of 2027
Whitney Shissler, Deacon Class of 2027
TODAY'S POSTLUDE
Today’s Postlude, Alleluyas by the British organist and composer, Simon Preston
takes its inspiration from the Liturgy of St. James, “At his feet the six-winged Seraph;
Cherubim with sleepless eye, veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice
they cry, Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya, Lord most high”
PLAYING THE CARILLON
Francis Betkowski
BULLETIN COVER
Aerial Tram at Pipestem Resort State Park, West Virginia, 2019. Photo courtesy of
West Virginia Department of Commerce.
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WELCOME TO
BRYN MAWR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church during this season after Pentecost, when we

are reminded that the Holy Spirit continues to guide, sustain, and renew the church. In these

summer weeks, we gather to worship, reflect, and grow together in faith, trusting that God is

at work in every season of our lives.

Whether you are a longtime member, returning after time away;, or visiting with us for the first

time, we are glad you are here. Through worship, fellowship, and service, we seek to follow

Christ with faithfulness and joy. May our time together today deepen your sense of God’s

presence and strengthen our shared calling as Christ’s disciples in the world.

\_J
John M. Willingham
Interim Senior Pastor

NEW HERE?

We are pleased that you are joining us as we
worship God this morning. We invite you

to introduce yourself to one of our pastors
following the worship service. All of our
programs, ministries, and opportunities for
mission are open to everyone. Learn more

at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE

BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop
system to enhance sound clarity for those
with hearing aids or cochlear implants with

a telecoil (“T” setting). Portable receiver
units are also available in the Sanctuary upon
request. We hope this technology enriches
your worship experience!

CHILDCARE ON SUNDAY

Childcare is available on Sundays from
7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six
months and older. Please contact the Rev.
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.

org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry,
childcare@bmpc.org with any questions.

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live

or on our YouTube channel. A recording of
the service will also be available on our Past
Services website page and Vimeo channel
starting Monday. If you are attending in
person and prefer not to be on camera, please
speak with an usher who will seat you in an
area off camera.
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Announcements

UPCOMING & ONGOING

Building Access. The church campus doors
will lock 30 minutes after the final program
for the day begins. Should you need access
after that time, please contact the group
facilitator. The building will remain open
during pick-up for youth and children’s
events.

Honoring the Lives Touched by Suicide.
Thurs., Sept. 10, Chapel. Join us in honoring
the lives of those lost to suicide and
supporting all who have been impacted

by suicide loss. The chapel will be open

8:00 a.m.-6:15 p.m. for anyone who wishes

to spend time in quiet reflection, prayer,
remembrance, or hope. At 6:15 p.m., we will
gather for a brief service to remember those
we have lost, hold space for grief and healing,
and reaffirm our commitment to compassion,
connection, and mental health awareness.
All are welcome as we come together in
remembrance, support, and hope.

Rope Outdoor Labyrinth. Fri, Sept. 11, 10:00
a.m.-7:00 p.m., Front Lawn. On the 25th
anniversary of the September 11 attacks,

we invite you to a time of quiet reflection

and prayer. Open to all, this contemplative
experience offers an opportunity to
remember, reflect, and seek God’s presence
together. Open rain or shine. Contact:
KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org

BMPC Dads’ Bible Study. Every other Friday
beginning Sept. 11, 6:30 a.m., Cannon Room,
entering from the Radnor Street parking

lot. Join us as we launch the BMPC Dads’
Bible Study! This group is designed to be

a place of fellowship and study for fathers
with children at home. You don't need to be
a Biblical scholar, but only someone seeking
community and support in this busy and
fulfilling chapter of life. We will begin by
focusing on the parables of Jesus. Come
start your morning with us! Sign up at bit.ly/
BMPCDadsBibleStudy Contact: Josh Hirt at
Jmhirt@gmail.com

Rally Day and Ministry Fair. Sun., Sept. 13,
11:00 a.m., Ministries Center. Celebrate the
start of a new program year at Rally Day! After
10:00 a.m. worship, join us in the Ministries
Center for a morning of food, fellowship,

and fun for all ages. Rally Day is a perfect
opportunity to invite a friend and introduce
them to the vibrant life of BMPC. Whether
youre new or returning, all are welcome —
come and see!

Impact: Reflections of 9/11 Preview. Sun.,
Sept. 13, 11:15 a.m., Gallery. Preview our
newest exhibition by George Robert (Bob)
Overhiser Jr. Inspired by Bob's personal
experience exiting the South Tower on
September 11, 2001, and reflections he saw
near Ground Zero that day, the exhibition
explores memory, survival, resilience, and
the lasting emotional impact of 9/11 through
abstract works on canvas and stainless steel.
Bob will give a Gallery Talk on Sept. 20 at
11:15 a.m. in the Gallery and Fullerton Room
and share stories and his creative process
behind this powerful collection.
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Urban Suburban Book Group. Starting Sept.
15, 12:00 p.m., Fullerton Room. All women are
warmly invited to join the Urban Suburban
Book Group for lunchtime discussion and
fellowship on the third Tuesday of each
month. Bring a sandwich and beverage

and enjoy conversation around this fall’s
selections: Shes Come Undone by Wally Lamb
in September, 7heo of Golden by Allen Levi

in October, and 7his Is How It Always Is by
Laurie Frankel in November. New members
are always welcome! Childcare available with
reservation to KathyLa@bmpc.org

Wednesday Night Dinner. Starting Sept.

16, 5:30 p.m., Congregational Hall. Come
gather for Wednesday Night Dinner — a
weekly opportunity to enjoy a warm, catered
meal and connect with others in the BMPC
community. To celebrate the start of a new
program year, all Wednesday Night Dinners in
September will be on a freewill offering basis.
Whether you've been coming for years or are
joining us for the first time, September is the
perfect time to experience Wednesday Night
Dinner.

4th-7th-Grade Fellowship. Wednesdays
beginning Sept. 16, 7:00 p.m., Gym Classroom.
This is a new weekly gathering for 4th-7th
graders to build community, explore our
faith, serve our neighbors, and have a lot of
fun. Students are invited to come early and
eat dinner together at Wednesday Night
Dinner in Congregational Hall or participate
in the Chorister or Sr. Chorister programs
running earlier in the evening. Register at
bit.ly/4th7thGradeWednesdays Contact:
MaryRichards@bmpc.org

Student Serve Kickoff. Wednesdays
beginning Sept. 16, 7:00 p.m., Youth Lounge.
A weekly gathering for all youth in grades
8-12. This time is dedicated to fellowship,
games, and Bible study, providing a space

for students to actively engage in their faith
formation. We share the highs and lows of
our week and strengthen our community
through fun and meaningful activities. Before
the gathering, youth are invited to Wednesday
Night Dinner in Congregational Hall at 6:00
p-m. Contact: AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

Church Officer Nominations. Please
submit your recommendations to the 2026
Nominating Committee by Sun., Sept. 20, for
Elders, Deacons, Trustees, and Nominating
Committee Members-at-Large via the

nominating form: bit.ly/BMPCNominations
Paper copies of the form are available in

the Narthex and at the Reception Desk in
the Ministries Center. Candidates must be
members for at least two years, faithfully
participate in the worship and program life
of the church, and regularly contribute to the
church.

Sunday Morning Discussion Group. Starting
Sept. 20, 8:30 a.m., Cannon Room. The Rev. Dr.
Paul MacMurray leads a discussion of Richard
Rohr’s The Universal Christ. Together we will
consider Rohr’s vision of Christ’s presence in
all creation and reflect on what it means for
Christian faith, discipleship, and everyday

life. Childcare available. Contact: katrmac2@
icloud.com

Filling the Well. Starting Sun. Sep. 20,
8:45 a.m., Children’s Library, Ed. Bldg. Join
the Rev. Rebecca Kirkpatrick for a study
of Frances Taylor Gench’s Back to the Well.


mailto:KathyLa%40bmpc.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/4th7thGradeWednesdays
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Through familiar and overlooked stories

of women in Scripture, we will consider
how these biblical voices continue to shape
faith, community, and discipleship today.
This longstanding class for women provides
space for conversation, connection, and
fellowship. Childcare available. Contact:
RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org

Youth Kickoff. Sun., Sept. 20, 10:00 a.m.,
Gymnasium. Families with youth in grades
6-12 will learn about upcoming programs this
academic year, meet youth volunteers, and
enjoy fellowship with other youth families
throughout the church. Sunday morning
programming for youth continues through
May. Contact: AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

Doing Good Together Service Day. Mon.,
Sept. 21, 9:00 a.m., BMPC Campus & off-site.
On Yom Kippur, help neighbors near and far
during a day of service for 1st-7th Graders.
1st-3rd Graders will stay on campus from
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 4th-7th Graders will go
off-site to work with our mission partners
from 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. Registration required
by Mon., Sept. 14: bit.ly/DGTService2026
Contact: MaryRichards@bmpc.org

Choosing Joy — No Matter What! Wed.,
Sept. 23, 30, Oct. 7, 7:00 p.m., Witherspoon
Parlor. Join Terry Charlton for a blend of
meditation, reflection, and book discussion
centered on excerpts from 7he Book of Joy.
Together, we will explore and practice the
Eight Pillars of Joy in a supportive and
welcoming community. Hybrid option
available. Contact KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.
org to register.

Be a Chorister for a Morning. Sun., Sept.
27,11:15 a.m., Fine Arts Center. Is your child
curious about singing in the BMPC Children’s
Choirs? Be a Chorister for a Morning gives
kids from Pre-K through 12th grade a
chance to experience the program firsthand
through singing, movement, fellowship, our
new piano lab, and pizza. Age-appropriate
groups will be led by our music staff, and no
previous singing experience is required. It’s a
fun, welcoming way for children to discover
the joy of making music, meet other young
singers, and learn more about the Children’s
Choirs. Sign up at bit.ly/BMPCchoristers

CARING AND SHARING

New Life Care Initiative Kickoff. Sun., Sept.
13, 11:15 a.m., Ministries Center. BMPC’s
New Life Care Initiative, a cross-ministry
collaboration, is collecting infant formula,
diapers, postpartum supplies, and new

and gently used baby supplies and small
equipment to support families in need. Bring
your donations to the Caring Ministries

table on Rally Day! Through partnerships
with local nonprofit organizations, these
donations will help provide essential items to
parents, grandparents, and caregivers in our
community. Donations may also be dropped
off at the Ministries Center front desk.
Contact: JenniferMcArthur@bmpc.org

Finding Grace While Grieving: Prayers,
Contemplations, and Companions on the
Way. Starting Tues., Sept. 15, 10:30 a.m.,
virtual. Led by Parish Social Worker Kathryn
West, this will be a monthly opportunity to
connect with others experiencing loss and
grief. We'll incorporate prayers, readings
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and poetry to gain some understandingand  the Sanctuary flowers after worship so the
insight into how grief affects us as individuals Deacons can deliver small arrangements
(body, mind and spirit) and in a larger cultural to homebound members. This meaningful
context. Sharing welcome but not required. ministry takes about an hour after the

To participate or for more information, email  10:00 a.m. service and offers a wonderful
KathrynWest@bmpc.org or call 610-520-8833. opportunity for fellowship and creativity.

Contact: MargoBennett@comecast.net

Flower Ministry. The BMPC Flower
Committee needs volunteers to rearrange

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
7:45a.m.  Childcare (infant-age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101

8:00a.m.  Worship with Communion, Chapel
8:30 am.  Sunday Morning Discussion Group, Cannon Room
9:00 a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft
10:00 a.m. Worship with Families (K-12), Sanctuary
10:00 a.am. Worship, Sanctuary and Livestreamed
11:15a.m. Lemonade on the Lawn, Front Lawn
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Campus closed for the Labor Day holiday.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi (hybrid), Gymnasium
6:00 p.m.  Bells of Bryn Mawr Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room
7:00 pm.  Session Meeting, Fullerton Room
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
10:00 a.m. Wednesday Men’s Discussion Group, Fullerton Room
6:00 pm. Conversation on Religion and Public Life at BMPC, Congregational Hall

6:00 p.m.  Personnel Committee Meeting, Cannon Room


mailto:KathrynWest%40bmpc.org?subject=
mailto:MargoBennett%40comcast.net?subject=

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
All day Honoring Lives Touched by Suicide, Chapel
6:00 p.m.  Refugee Support Committee Meeting, Cannon Room
6:15p.m. Honoring Lives Touched by Suicide Worship Service, Chapel
7:00 pm.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
6:30a.m.  BMPC Bible Study for Dads, Cannon Room
10:00 a.m. Outdoor Labyrinth Remembrance Walk, Front Lawn
5:00 p.m.  Haitsch/Haabestad Wedding Rehearsal, Sanctuary
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
7:00 am.  Saturday Morning Mens Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
10:00 a.m. Searching for Still Waters Bereavement Group, Converse House Parlor
3:00 p.m. Haitsch/Haabestad Wedding, Sanctuary
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:00a.m. Worship with Communion, Chapel
Sunday School resumes
10:00 a.am. Worship, Sanctuary and Livestreamed
The Rev. Dr. John Willingham will preach.
11:15a.m. Rally Day, Ministries Center
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Your generosity can make a profound

BrynMawr

difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Presbyterian Church

Church. Join us in spreading love

and hope by giving at bit.ly/

BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the

CONNECT WITH US
QR code to the right. Every donation,

no matter the size, fuels our mission ﬂ BrynMawrPres
to create a more faithful, just, and
compassionate community. Together, BrynMawrPres

let’s make a lasting impact!

o user/brynmawrpres

Sanctuary Flower Donations. Openings are available
throughout the year for donors who wish to give flowers
in memory of or in honor of loved ones. After Sunday
services, our Deacons deliver small arrangements of
the flowers to homebound church members. For more

information, contact SusanThorkelson@mac.com

Worship Staff

John Willingham, Interim Senior Pastor

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families
Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry
James Kealey, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Mitchell Miller, Assistant Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar


http://bit.ly/BMPCGiveOnline
http://bit.ly/BMPCGiveOnline
mailto:SusanThorkelson%40mac.com?subject=

